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Roles of Women in Different Societies
Introduction

A woman is a female adult or a wife whose age is normally from 25 years and above. Culture and societies play a primary role in dictating the roles women play in communities and how they should behave according to the rules and norms set. Different cultures and society will produce kids who later develop into adult male or female who have specific roles and their points of view of a woman’s space in the society which is different to the other culture. Traditional roles of women were often determined by cultural stereotypes. Today certain communities still follow strictly this cultural specification of women’s role. In modern society, traditional gender positions are displayed in the media, for instance, the majority of the film plot men are involved in fighting bad people and women are associated with nurturing the children. Women have been subservient to men in a world dominated by men.
In general women in the past were not allowed to take part in making any major decisions in societies or families and were expected to submit to their husband and other men in society. Moreover, they were not allowed to own any possessions or acquire formal education or attend schools since education was only meant for the males (Alesina et al., 471). In the past women were discouraged from attaining education and their duties were to give birth and to nurture their children and spent most of their time in their homes. In several cultures, women were expected to do house chores such as food preparation, cleaning their homesteads, gathering fuel for household activities, making clothes and other essential family needs, harvesting water among others. They would also take part in agricultural activities to cultivate crops. In religious activities, women were not allowed to participate in some rituals or public prayers. In the business world they did not participate, they only activities involved were agriculture and handcrafting.

The most common roles of women in numerous societies are caregiving in the communities and mothering future generations. Women are the forerunners of the nations and contribute to the development and sustainability of families. Family roles of women in all societies include being a wife, a partner to her spouse. As a wife, she maintains order and harmony in her house, she is a source of inspiration to her partner and children as well as a sign of faithfulness and devotion to her spouse. Another role women play in families is the management of household activities. According to Alesina et al. (474), women assume the role of ensuring discipline in the family. Moreover, it is her duty to assign responsibilities to family members based on the capabilities of members and resources available. Despite roles in the family, women have shown great progress in political, economic, education roles and also in empowering other ladies and girls to own their personality and abilities in the society 
Political Roles of Women

In African, women began taking up political roles, a position that has been dominated by men for a long period. Governing communities was mainly carried out by men while women had little to no say in the decisions made. However, nations like Egypt they had a pharaoh named Cleopatra who was a woman. She is an example of women political roles in their nations which the society had for centuries awarded this role to men, moreover, she was considered a masculine woman which most probably meant she was courageous (O’neill 199). Queen Candace of Kush kingdom which is known as Ethiopia today is another example of a great African Lady with political responsibility and who lead an army that defeated Cleopatra. Several African societies had dual sex political structure. For instance, Queen Mother position in African kingdoms in Uganda, Egypt, Ghana, Rwanda among others gave women important and noticeable authority. In modern Africa, women also have great political roles such as senators, vice presidents and even presidents since the 1990s, for example, Rwanda having the highest percentage of women in the government. In 2005, the first female president, Ellen Johnson, in Africa was elected in Liberia.

In American Society a great percentage of women are working in Congress, women in America have taken up roles with aim of ending gender discrimination in societies. Women fought for their right to vote in 1920, hence they are able to take part in the decision that affects the future of their society and how they would like to be governed (O’neill 213). Women in America freely air their view on political issues.
South Asia has prominent women in the political sector, however, their connection to powerful men has helped them in maintaining their positions. India holds the largest percentage of women in political office. Thailand women play a role in political affairs outside the legislative system since they are significant forces in professional relations and education. In Latin American society, women have occupied political positions in the government. Women contribution to politics in this society, they have also participated in political reforms such as fighting for their rights to vote, fighting against slavery and also independence (Kings 55). The political contribution of women in Latin America dates back to the 18th century. Gammay of Grenada is one of the female Latin American who was fierce, courageous enough to rebel against the slave trade. Her association with her male partner they led a successful fight against British slave traders.
Economic Roles

In African society, women’s place was inferior to the men’s positions. In traditional African society, the only education women acquired was how to be great housekeepers, how to approach their husbands and respect all men figures as well as taking care of their children. Some cultures women had authority over how their farms would be utilized and cultivated. Thus the major role of women was in producing and processing foodstuff for their families. In addition, today women still take part in the manufacturing and processing of food through employment or indirectly (Alesina et al., 173). However, their role in agricultural activities is not fully recognized and they do not receive the respect they bestowed among women in traditional society. During the pre-colonial African bridewealth was an economic security for the women, some societies allowed women to take responsibilities in maintaining control of their bride price which empowered them economically in a society dominated by the male. Unfortunately, this source of economic empowerment among women slowly becomes a source of revenue men wanted to control.

Another role of women in the society is trade and marketing which is an economic capital for women, women from West Africa governed trade activities and exchange of commodities in their communities. They also set rules to govern trading, developed profitable terms for trades with outsiders, managed the market structure, held meetings to discuss how to improve their profits. These skills have been passed down from one generation to another which have produced women with great entrepreneurial skills. Some of the African women who have shown their capabilities in the economic sector include Ms. Funke the chief executive officer and founder of Main One a telecommunication provider company known to build the first submarine cable network in West Africa. Despite, the cultural roles that limited women capabilities in Africa, various women have shown great strength and proven women have a great role in building their families and the nation (Alesina et al., 177).

In the 1920s women in America were taking up numerous roles in the society, they have participated in political duties, founded numerous organizations and taken part in empowering other ladies around the world. They have taken up responsibilities outside the home by joining paid employment which involves holding meetings, representing clients and numerous women have created their own job empires (Kings 39). For Example, Oprah founder and CEO of Oprah Networks which associates with helping people around the globe with great emphasis to needy women, she had empowered women across the globe to be brave. Additionally, they have made progress in health issues where they gain free contraceptive coverage through affordable care act. In some African culture women are not allowed to live outside their maternal home unless they are married, however, American women have gained independence and are able to carry on with their lives away from their homes. Marriage and family are not the only responsibilities they hold in their societies.

Economic roles of women in Asian society have seen a positive development, initially, it began with cheap labor among women in industries. The idea of women controlling their income has been adopted in Southern Asia. Women have become more active in the workforce movement rather than just depending on men for financial support. Women in South Asia are utilizing microfinance to develop and grow their business to support their families. However, traditions play an important role in their progress and these are caught up between modernity and traditions (Boserup et al., 110). Several have been able to find the balance in the two and progressed in their business and financial stability. Latin American women have a role in poverty reduction by participation in the labor market. For instance, in the 2009 crisis, many men depended on their wives after the loss of their jobs. Women participation in nation’s economy has helped in reducing the gap female education.
Religious Roles of Women

In traditional African society, spiritual roles were dominated by women. Their roles varied from oracles, seers, mediums, and advisors. In addition, they would announce the time and date of cultural rites and ceremonies. Most African people are known to be religious and women had great responsibilities in their religion, however, in some cultures women were not allowed to conduct any religious activities. Upon colonization and missionaries visit into African, women have taken various religious roles such as ministers, nuns, pastors (Woodhead 165). Some have gone to an extent to build religious worship centers where their communities can serve God.

In India society, women occupy a prestigious place where they considered an aspect of Shakti and should be respected, any disrespect of women is unpardonable according to the Hindu religion.  The roles of women included teaching their religion to their communities from one generation to the other, influenced political powers. According to Woodhead (160), Christianity and Buddhist religion seek to uphold equality of women in religion and life in general. Role of women in Christianity in numerous society has advanced and they hold various positions in their religion, their voice is heard and respected.

Education and Empowerment Role of Women

Another role American women have played is building platforms where people can discuss matters that affect them and are significant in their lives. For instance, homosexual affairs have appeared in the media fast, Ellen show is popular, the host is known to appreciate her sexual preferences. Several decades ago homosexuality was a taboo and people were discriminated and punished for their sexual preference, but today women in America have made it possible for lesbians and gay men to openly talk about their lives (Haines et al., 356). Moreover, American women have a great role in education and have made effort to excel in education and view education as a ticket to great economic success. The rate in which women graduate high school is at 87 percent which is higher than of men which lies at 85 percent.

In African society, women play a role of empowering other women to take part in education and allow their daughters to attend schools as well as the fight against female genital mutilation and early marriages in teenage girls (Kings 49). African women have also empowered women by starting programs to educate them on contraception, the importance of seeking modern healthcare facilities, in addition to the medicinal herbs taken. One of these programs is the Beyond Zero Campaign headed by Kenyan First Lady which seeks to increase the numbers of safe births and reduce mortality rates during childbirth. In Asian society, women have fought for equality in their society which resulted in the signing the  Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination except for Vietnam. Moreover, women have demonstrated great responsibility in education whereby in Vietnam the percentage of educated women to that of men is the same. Whereas in the Philippines, Thailand, Malaysia has recorded higher ratios of graduated women than of educated men.

Conclusion

Traditional duties that society and culture set for women are still significant in modern society. However, women have empowered each other and started taking part in social roles mostly dominated by men. Women have begun to appreciate their sexuality, capabilities and shown their great at various responsibilities. However, in several nations, cultural customs and religion still dictate the progress of women in political positions. Moreover, each society has different ways it views women and their roles and progresses society make to alleviate women's position. Finally, women play a role both in their homes and families as well as the welfare and politics of their nation.
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